SPEAKER REPORT F.W.D u3a
APRIL 2025-FEBRUARY 2026.

April. AGM

May. Laura Bailey from the Fire and Rescue Service came to talk about safety
on the roads, footpaths and by the water. She illustrated her informative talk
with images, some graphic scenes involving non use of seat belts. Fires in
homes caused by decorative candles. She stressed the importance of safety to
prevent minor and life changing injuries.

June. No speaker.

July. Georgina Rainbird gave a talk about the work of the Dogs Trust. She
explained the procedures for the successful rehoming of dogs. She had many
photos and details about adoptions and how the Trust can help with bills and
medications. We were told that the Trust receives no government funding and
relies totally on donations. FWD together with Tendring u3a raised a total of
£253.92 for the Charity.

September. Great British Gardens was the talk given by Andrew Babicz. His
choices ranged from Kew, Sissinghurst to lesser known gardens in Scotland.
His knowledge was immense, interesting and the photographs were stunning.
He amused us with tales from his student days at the Royal Botanic college in
Edinburgh. Despite his obvious passion for plants his wife sees the opportunity
to check the tea rooms in the gardens!

October. Tim Kenney came from the Thames Sailing barge Trust. He explained
their history and the development of this charity, which exists to preserve two
Thames Barges.They are maintained by volunteers for the benefit of the public
and to pass on the required skills necessary for sailing these barges. The
barges named Pudge and Captain, offer the opportunity for anyone to sail to
various locations around the Thames.

November. Joanne Lerner returned to Frinton for a presentation about Richard
the Third. Was he a Saint or Sinner? Richard’s life was described with many
facts, thoughts and illustrations from numerous sources. Her research
concluded that he was more saint than sinner.

December. Christmas Celebration.



January 2026. We used this month for members to circulate and play various
games around the Hall. It was an opportunity for all to get to know other
members, the committee and renew their memberships. Thankyou to all who
attended.

February. Liza Jones gave a talk about the history of bathrooms, toilets, basins
and much more. She covered a lot of information. Liza had many facts and
pictures ( outside lavatory and tin baths) for members to reminisce about or
not! She discussed the vast increase and availability of bathroom products,
not always an improvement! Liza will donate her fee to East Anglian Air
Ambulance who rely entirely on public donations.

Karen Woolley.

Speaker Secretary FWD u3a. 22/02/2026.

“This is an example of a pull quote (a key phrase from your
report). Tap or click this text to add your own.”



